
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Students should have access to useful information. Institutions 
should publish, in plain language, and in an easily accessible 
location, the accreditations that the institution and its programs 
hold. Specialized and professional degree programs should 
similarly publish information about student success that is easily 
interpretable by the public and meaningful to the profession. 
 
Useful public information varies among disciplines and should be 
determined by the profession in consultation with communities of 
interest and the public. A single definition of student achievement 
is not useful or meaningful to prospective students. 
 
5. Specialized and institutional accreditation 

 
Requirements for recognition should reflect the fundamental 
difference between specialized and institutional accreditation. 
 
Specialized and institutional accreditors serve different purposes.  
In order to maintain the essential role of the specialized or 
professional accreditor and ensure protection of the public, it is 
important that regulatory language distinguish the separate roles 
of institutional and specialized and professional accreditation. 
There should be recognition of the reliance on institutional 
accreditors to make decisions regarding the overall stability and 
resources of an institution – and reliance on specialized accreditors 
to ensure that educational programs provide the public with 
qualified and competent practitioners who are educated to 
provide competent and professional service to members of the 
public and respond to evolution in professional practice. 

About ASPA  
A nonprofit association, ASPA provides a 
collaborative forum dedicated to assuring 
the quality of specialized and professional 
higher education programs and schools. It is 
the only unified, national voice that solely 
represents specialized and professional 
accrediting bodies in the United States. ASPA 
members set national educational standards 
for 100 different specialized disciplines and 
professions. They ensure students receive a 
quality higher education, consistent with 
standards for entry or advanced practice in a 
field or discipline. Through an emphasis on 
self-evaluation and peer review, 
accreditation plays an important role in 
continuous quality improvement in higher 
education.  

In addition, ASPA: 

• Facilitates collaboration among programs, 
institutions and accrediting organizations 

• Promotes quality in higher education and 
accreditation through discussion, 
advocacy and educational offerings 

• Encourages a focus on student learning 
and graduate competencies 

• Advocates for the integrity, independence 
and autonomy of accrediting 
organizations and their affiliated 
institutions and programs 

 

Each of ASPA’s member organizations has a 
common commitment to uphold standards 
that are rigorous, comprehensive and 
outcome-based, with specific attention 
directed to the professional or special-
purpose curriculum. 


